THOMAS  WOLSEY
[Born 1475. Cardinal and statesman. Rector of Lymington :
Prebendary of Lincoln and Hereford : Canon of Windsor : Dean of
Lincoln, Hereford, York and St. Stephen's, Westminster : Precentor of
London : Bishop of Tournay, Lincoln, Bath and Wells, Durham and
Winchester : Archbishop of York : Cardinal. Chaplain to Henry VII
1507. Almoner to Henry VHI 1509. Lord Chancellor 1515. He
accompanied Henry V3H to the Field of the Cloth of Gold in 1520.
Wolsey displayed on a colossal scale the pride and power of the
mediaeval Church and was almost as rich a man as the King himself.
For his natural son he obtained four arch-deaconries, a deanery, five
E
rebends and two rectories.   Wolsey supported Henry in his divorce
:om Catherine of Aragon 1527.   Owing to the delay in the divorce
proceedings, he incurred the dislike of Anne Boleyn, who influenced
the Kjng against him, with the result that a Bill of Indictment was
E
referred against him in 1530. After receiving a General Pardon,
e retked to Cawood, but he was again arrested for High Treason on
information given by his physician Dr. Agostini, who accused the
Cardinal of bringing the King's Majesty into marvellous danger, for knowing
himself to have the foul and contagious disease of the great pox, broken out
upon him in divers parts of his body, he had come daily to His Grace, blowing
upon him with his perilous and infective breath. He died at Leicester on
his way to London to answer these charges in 1530.]
T
HOMAS WOLSEY, Cardinal, was a Butcher's son, of
Ipswych, in Suffblke. He was Baccalaur of Arts so young,
that he was called the Boy-Bacchalaur.
He was a Fellowe of Magdalen Colledge in Oxford, where
he was Tutor to a young Gentleman of Limmington, near
Ilchester, in whose guift the presentation of that church is,
worth the better part of 200 pounds per annum, which he gave
to his Tutor Wolsey* He had committed hereabout some
debauchery (I thinke, drunke : no doubt he was of a high rough
spirit) and spake derogatorily of Sir Amias Paulet (a Justice
of Peace in the neighbourhood) who putt him into the Stockes,
which, when he came to be Cardinal!, he did not forget; he
layed a Fine upon Sir Amias to build the Gate of the Middle
Temple.
His Rise was his quick and prudent dispatch of a message
to Paris for Henry 8.
He had a most magnificent spirit.
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